
CREATE YOUR OWN ECOSYSTEM

TERRARIUM BUILDING

A clear container with a sealable lid 

Small pebbles 

Crushed charcoal (optional)

Sphagnum moss 

Coloured decorative pebbles 

Potting mix

Succulent cutting (or other plant cutting)

Spoon or small scoop

Spray bottle of water

 

Create your own ecosystem! A terrarium is a mini

garden sealed inside a transparent container. Once

set up, a terrarium will look after itself and recycle

the water inside! As the plants and soil release water

vapour, the water collects on the sides and lid of the

container and filters back down to the soil.

 

WHAT YOU NEED



STEP 1:

Select your Terrarium container, in this booklet we are showing

a biodegradable plastic that is shallow with a large opening. The

shallow depth ensures water can quickly evaporate, a wide

opening at the front for easy placement of the plant and holes

at the top for airflow.



STEP 2:

Add a layer of small pebbles down the bottom. Succulents need

good drainage. If the soil remains too wet the root system can rot,

which could mean the end of your plant.



STEP 3:

At this stage, we added some horticultural charcoal. We use that to

add to the drainage layer but also to help remove toxins in the soil.



STEP 4:

Take a pinch of sphagnum moss and wet it in a bowl of water.

Add it to the pot to prevent soil from filtering through and

clogging up the drainage layer.



STEP 5:

Add potting mix into your container to just below the top, or to

where you want it filled to. Spray it with some water to make sure it's

damp. If you're using a completely closed system for your terrarium,

this is the last time you should need to water it!



STEP 6:

Now the terrarium is ready for planting. If you are using a bigger

terrarium you will be able to choose more than one plant. Maybe you

are lucky enough to know someone with a succulent collection who

is happy to share clippings!



STEP 7:

The finishing touches. Once your succulents have been planted, it is

nice to add some decorative stones or coloured pebbles for design.

Add string, or ribbon, special paint or a splash of colour to make it

your own!


